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Arctic Co-operatives Limited Reaches Major Milestone:
50 Years of Building Communities in the Canadian Arctic

Winnipeg, MB – Arctic Co-operatives Limited (Arctic Co-ops) today kicks off a year-long
celebration commemorating 50 years of serving its Members – 32 autonomous, multipurpose Co-operatives in Nunavut, the Northwest Territories and Yukon.
Founded first as Canadian Arctic Co-operative Federation Limited (CACFL), the main
objective of the CACFL was to establish and support purchasing services for its Member
Co-operatives. The majority of Co-ops throughout the Arctic territories operated retail stores
and needed a supply network and help to navigate the numerous logistical challenges of
supplying remote Arctic communities. A small operating grant was provided by the
Government of the Northwest Territories to help cover initial expenses, and CACFL offices
were opened in Yellowknife, NT.
“On this day, back in 1972, we saw the beginnings of the Co-op System in the Arctic, which
was formed when delegates from 26 Co-ops in the Arctic met in Churchill, Manitoba to talk
about the benefits of working together through a Co-operative Service Federation,” said
Mark Needham, President of Arctic Co-ops. “This is a historic day for Member Co-ops, our
Home Office staff, Co-op Members across the Arctic and Co-op System supporters and
partners, to all of whom we owe a deep debt of gratitude for their tireless support in helping
us to achieve this significant milestone.”
Plans are well underway for the Arctic Co-operatives Limited/Arctic Co-operative
Development Fund Annual General Meeting, set for April. The Federation holds onto hopes
that current pandemic conditions would shift in its favour to allow for an in-person gathering
of Co-op delegates from across the Arctic.

“Although it may not be possible to gather in view of current conditions, we look forward to
the right time to celebrate with our Members and staff, in a manner that reflects this truly
momentous occasion,” said Rod Wilson, CEO of Arctic Co-ops. “It is an honour to recognize
this day and the incredible contributions of the countless Co-op friends and supporters
through the years, and – in particular – to acknowledge the early Co-operative leaders, who
held a clear vision for a better future – this is their Co-operative legacy.”
“The simple idea of working together to help each other is at the very heart of the Cooperative Model,” added Needham. “We look forward to the next 50 years of building
communities and engaging our Members to improve the lives and livelihood of the people of
the Arctic.”
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About Arctic Co-operatives Limited
Arctic Co-ops is a Co-operative Service Federation which is 100%-owned and
democratically controlled by its Members. To learn more about Arctic Co-ops, see: “Arctic
Co-operatives Limited – 50 Years Together”, which follows.
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